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           President's Message 

 
 
 
I was unable to attend the Annual Meeting and want to 
thank Kathy Deuster (Vice-President) for running the 
meeting and Judy Greinke for presenting the proposed 
2009-2010 HMC Budget.  I would also like to thank 
everyone who voted with the result that I will remain as 
President, Janet Podell as Secretary, and Pat Pitt as the 
new member on the Board.  Kathy Deuster remains as 
Vice-President and Judy Greinke will assume the du-
ties of Treasurer.  The Board is now engaged in finding 
a new Island Manager as our present Island Manager 
Doug Allen retired.  He has agreed to help us through 
the transition by keeping up some contacts on projects 
and updating a new manager when hired.  During this 
transition, our office manager Carolyn Snyder will be 
working extra hours to keep up on Island matters.  Dur-
ing this interim period, we will be closing the office at 
noon on Fridays before the Board meetings on the sec-
ond Saturday of each month to give Carolyn time to 
prepare all the materials needed for the meeting. 
 
 Included in this Beachcomber is the Auditors report 
for 2008.  Of special note, the auditor did mention that 
HMC as a corporation did not perform full life esti-
mates for our major assets.  Many corporations esti-
mate the life of their assets for depreciation and for 
replacement funding.  We use budget and reserves for 
maintenance of assets but do not try to build large ac-
counts for replacement.  We use special assessments 
for replacement as it does not seem reasonable to build 
large reserves for uncertain life times.  We considered 
reserves for engine replacements on the ferry but de-
cided that our current engines would last many years 
with the overhaul schedule we have now.  Rather than 
have all members pay into a replacement fund, we de-
cided to let members keep the funds and use special 
assessments when the replacement time actually ar-
rives.  The same is true for the ferry, docks, community 
building, and water system.  This is also the reason the 

member equity decreases each year due to not replac-
ing depreciation. 
 
 Another point one would notice from the audit report 
is that expenses in 2008 exceeded the revenue.  When 
we budgeted for 2008, we used a carryover of funds 
from 2007.  This reduced the assessments for 2008 
(and thus the revenue).  Thus, the “loss” in 2008 was 
not due to overspending but rather due to reducing the 
assessment income with excess funds from 2007.  Also, 
accounting practice does not recognize use of reserve 
funds to even out the budget.  Thus in years where we 
do engine overhaul and ferry drydock, it appears that 
expenditures exceed revenue while in years where we 
contribute to the reserves, revenue exceeds expense.  In 
our budgeting , we do even out the multiyear expense 
using reserves. 
 
 
    Fred Fath 
    President 



2 

Important Phone Numbers 
Island Manager 
Vacant  
 
HMC Board of Trustees 
Fred Fath, President   (206) 246-7016 
Kathy Deuster, Vice-President  (253) 884-6898 
Janet Podell, Secretary   (253) 874-2452 
Judy Greinke, Treasurer      (253) 857-5463  
Patrick Pitt, Member-at-Large  (253) 884-2578 
 
 
Additional Responsibilities 
Nick Huff, Co-Transportation Chair (253) 884-4663 
Mike Shettlesworth, Co-Transp. Chair (253) 884-6919 
Mike Davis, Water Operations  (253) 884-1423 
Dick Mowry, Water Field Examiner (253) 884-7663 
Dick Zottman, Water Field Examiner (253) 884-9071 
Judy Greinke, Co-Water Comm. Chair (253) 857-5463  
Terrill Chillson, Co-Water Comm. Chair 
Scott Schultz, Water Repair  (253) 884-3196 
Eric Bergson, Rules Chair   (253) 830-4413 
Tracy Anspach, Parks Chair  (253) 588-1921 
Allen Moren, Roads Chair   (253) 884-2721 
Mike Davis, Emergency Prep. Chair (253) 884-1423 
Kathy Deuster, Land Use Chair  (253) 884-6898 
Carolyn Snyder, Office Manager  (253) 884-9350 
Ken Freeman, Beachcomber/Webmaster (231) 544-2456 
 
 
Herron Island Office Hours:   Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
9:30 am to 5:30 pm. The office is CLOSED Monday, 
Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday. 
 
Office Phone:    (253) 884-9350 
Office Fax:    (253) 884-5047 
 
Website: http://www.herronisland.org 
 
Office Email: Office@herronisland.org 
Manager email: Vacant 
Beachcomber:  beachcomber@herronisland.org 
 

Emergency  911 
Ferry Cell phone (253) 691-1457 

(Cell phone to be used for scheduling heavy loads, big vehi-
cles or having something in tow, and for information regard-
ing ferry services.) 

Delinquency List as of June 18, 2009 

BALDWIN - DENNIS - FURGASON - HARPEL - 
HOUSTON - KENNISON - LAWRENCE - LITTLE - 
MARCINKO - MORRIS - PARKER-LAINE - SMITH II 
- TCHOCHIEV  

Ferry Business 
• Call ahead if you are planning to use the ferry for a 

trailer, boat, or large vehicle! 
• Only those guests with valid passes will be     allowed 

on the ferry. 
• Plan your arrival at the dock at least 5  minutes be-

fore the scheduled time of departure. 
• Walks-ons are not to be on the dock or ramp when 

cars are being loaded. Watch crew for  permission to 
board. 

• Only service and delivery people may charge fares.  
 
WE HAVE EXPERIENCED GUESTS AND SERVICE 
PEOPLE EXPECTING TO COME OVER TO THE 
ISLAND WITHOUT GUEST PASSES. THIS VIO-
LATES THE ACCESS POLICY THAT WAS PUT IN 
PLACE FOR ALL OF OUR SECURITY. PLEASE 
MAKE SURE YOUR GUEST HAS A VALID GUEST 
PASS SIGNED BY YOU TO ENSURE THEY ARE 
ABLE TO RIDE THE FERRY. BLANK GUEST 
PASSES ARE AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS AT THE 
OFFICE, BY MAIL, AND ON THE FERRY. 

Beachcomber news items must be submitted by 5:00 PM on the 
Wednesday after the monthly Board meeting on the second 
Saturday of the month.  Items MUST be emailed in electronic 
format to beachcomber@herronisland.org.  Include your name 
and phone number in case any questions arise. Paid advertise-
ments are to be arranged with the HMC office PRIOR TO 
PUBLICATION.  

Online Beachcomber 
 
If you wish to read your Beachcomber online at 
www.herronisland.org and save HMC the price of 
printing and postage, please notify the office. 

The Beachcomber                                                                                                                                 June 2009 
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Rules Reminder 
 
 
Fellow Islanders: 
 
  The busy season is upon us and it is a good time to remind everyone of a few applicable rules that will 
make it a more enjoyable summer for all: 
 
  

1. Members will be held accountable for their guests’ behavior. It is the member’s responsibility to inform 
their guests of the rules of Herron Island.  

 
 2. Fireworks are restricted to the beach at North Beach Park ONLY and ONLY on the 4th of July. They are 

not allowed to be lit ANYWHERE ELSE on the island at any time (including on private property). 
 

 3. Please watch the reader boards at the Ferry Terminals and on the island for burn ban information. Island 
rules may supersede Pierce County rules and we will attempt to post burn ban information prior to Thurs-
day Mornings.  

 
 4. Dogs are required to be on a leash at all times including on roads, beaches in parks or other common ar-

eas. 
  

 5. Please be respectful of your neighbors and observe the noise nuisance rules which includes a year-round 
10:00 PM restriction on “Noise of any nature that can be heard beyond a member’s lot” 

 
 6. There are many traffic revisions on the island this year including a new stop sign on West Herron Blvd at 

North Beach and two-way traffic on the “Single-Lane” Road. Please obey these changes and all of the 
posted traffic signs. ALL VEHICLES (cars, ATVs, golf carts, garbage trucks, etc) are bound by these 
rules. 

 
 7. There is a no wake zone that extends beyond the small boat dock around past the swim area over to the 

North-East point of the island. Additionally Washington State bans personal watercrafts (Sea Doos, for 
example) “when operating on saltwater, non-destination-bound repetitive maneuvers including, but not 
limited to, erratic speed and course changes, tight turns, and race course ovals and figure eights can only 
be done when in an area that is at least 500 yards from any shoreline.” 

 
 
A full copy of the rules is posted at http://herronisland.org/home/members/rules.pdf and is also available during 
office hours. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Eric S. Bergson  
Rules Committee Chairperson 
ebergson@gmail.com 
253-830-4413 
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HMC WATER WORKS NEWS 6/17/09 

• Progress is being made in the approval process for our Water System Plan (WSP).  All findings are 
being addressed and we anticipate meeting our 90 day deadline to submit our final plan.   

• A portion of the State of Washington, Department of Health (DOH) evaluation of our WSP includes 
a review of our Water Rights and our proposal to increase from 414 approved connections to 524 
connections by the Department of Ecology (DOE).  “It is Ecology’s view that the HMC Manage-
ment Water System has sufficient water rights to meet the projected population and water demand of 
524 connections.”  Receiving this response is a huge hurdle in the process of working toward our 
final approval of the 524 connections we need to move ahead.   

• Jennifer Kropack and John Ryding attended our Annual Meeting as guests and were able to answer 
membership questions and reported we are right on track for approval of our WSP which is a neces-
sary element needed to move forward. 

• There are many layers to the process as we develop plans to move ahead with our water distribution 
plan upgrade project.  The first vote will be coming out and will allow members to vote on how to 
spread the costs of the upgrade among membership.  A time for discussion and information about 
this very important vote will be provided at the Community Water Information Meeting on Satur-
day, July 25th at 10:00 am at the Community Center/Fire Hall. 

• Let us hear from you email:  HMCWaterWorks@yahoo.com  

Committed to membership to move forward in a responsible way! 

The Beachcomber                                                                                                                                 June 2009 

Our water quality continues to be within "green levels" which means we do not need to treat our wa‐
ter with any chemicals.  Take time to read through our Water Confidence Report.  

Board Election Results 
  
 Sam Argo 79 
 Steve Chapin 88 
 Regina Everett 80 
 Terrill Chilson (Farris) 83 
 Fred Fath (reelected) 112 
 Patrick Pitt (new board member) 96 
 Janet Podell (reelected) 92 
 Dick Mowry (write-in) 1 
 Allen Moren (write-in) 1 
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Online Beachcomber 
 
The current Beachcomber is available online at 
www.herronisland.org the second Monday following 
the board meeting and the link can be found on the 
home page.  Previous issues of the Beachcomber are 
available by month in the Island Documents section 
by clicking the button for “Island Documents”.  The 
“Refresh” or “Reload” browser commands may be 
required to bring up the latest website page. 

Welcome, New Islanders! 
 
HMC welcomes the following new members to 
Herron Island: 

 
• David and Nicole Myers 
• Taylor Allen 

Baseball, Hotdogs and Blue Sky 
 
Yes baseball was back on the island over Memorial weekend.  The weather was Hot! The baseball field was al-
most perfect; the new bases were easy to see and run.  “Thanks Mike great job.”  Now let’s talk about the game.  
Both teams played hard, and great plays were made.  For the West I have to say that Phil Foster surprised every-
one with his hitting and catching balls in the outfield.  “Good Job Phil.” 
 
Robert was pitching for the East.  He was placing balls and strikes across the plate, but the West players were hit-
ting pretty good. For the West side our pitcher Bert (my brother-in-law) was pitching for the first time in 30 years.  
He walked two and struck out four, and when the East players were hitting, most of the balls went to the outfield 
and were caught by the West outfielders.  The final score was East 4 and West 16.  Finally the West won after 
three years of losing to the East.  The trophy finally went to the West and the baseball game during the 4th of July 
celebration will determine its next home.  Watch the Beachcomber for the next scheduled baseball game over the 
4th. 
 
Again thanks to Paul and his gang for doing the dogs and drinks.  It is always a pleasure to have Paul “big man, 
big smile, and great food.” 
 
A big thanks goes out to Mary Turpin for her contribution.  She donated t-shirts that she wanted to give to the 
team that lost.  I think some of the West players wanted to switch to the East team to get one.  My wife Rondi and 
her sister Sharon made sure the right team players got the t-shirts. 
 
The Junior teams had a fun time playing baseball and ended with the West 9 and East 8. 
 
Thank all of you for a great game and a wonderful day at the old baseball field. 
 
Dallas Amidon 
Baseball Chairperson 

2009 Memorial Day Sailboat Race 
Single-Hull Race Results 

 
Number One Winner:  Paul & Curt Bray  1 hour & 33 minutes 
Number Two Winner:  Joe Lausten (14 years old) 1 hour & 43 minutes 
Number Three Winner:  David Nonette & Ben Josie 1 hour & 51 minutes 
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MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT SUN 
IS. ML. IS. ML. IS. ML. IS. ML. IS. ML. IS. ML. IS. ML. 

6:15 7:00 6:15 7:00 6:15 7:00 6:15 7:00 6:15 7:00         

7:30 8:00 7:30 8:00 7:30 8:00 7:30 8:00 7:30 8:00         

8:30 9:00 8:30 9:00 8:30 9:00 8:30 9:00 8:30 9:00 8:30 9:00 8:30 9:00 

9:30 10:00      9:30 10:00         9:30 10:00 9:30 10:00 

                    10:30 11:00 10:30 11:00 
12:00 12:30 12:00 12:30 12:00 12:30 12:00 12:30 12:00 12:30 11:30 12:00 11:30 12:00 

                            

                        1:30 2:00 
2:30 3:00             2:30 3:00 2:30 3:00 2:30 3:00 

3:30 4:00 3:30 4:00 3:30 4:00 3:30 4:00 3:30 4:00 3:30 4:00 3:30 4:00 

4:30 5:00 4:30 5:00 4:30 5:00 4:30 5:00 4:30 5:00 4:30 5:00 4:30 5:00 

5:30 6:00 5:30 6:00 5:30 6:00 5:30 6:00             

6:30 7:00 6:30 7:00 6:30 7:00 6:30 7:00 6:30 7:00 6:30 7:00 6:30 7:00 

                7:30 8:00 7:30 8:00 7:30 8:00 

                8:30 9:00         

SUMMER FERRY SCHEDULE (4/1 through 9/30) 

Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor Day same as Sunday 

INDEPENDENCE DAY FERRY RESTRICTIONS 

(Plan ahead: check low tide cancellations, delays and additions!) 

Combinations of any length (vehicle towing anything) and single vehicles longer than 25 feet 
will not be transported after NOON, Thursday, July 2nd through Sunday, July 5th.   
Note: Saturday, July 4th the ferry will operate on holiday schedule same as Sunday. 

Technology Committee Volunteers Needed 
 
The HI Board of directors has charged me with the task of creating the “Technology Committee” to serve the 
needs of our community. While our broad goal is to attempt to bring technological parity to the island in line with 
our mainland neighbors, our focus needs to be narrowed. If you would like to be involved in this process, please 
contact me prior to the July board meeting. Once we have a core group we will move forward in recommending 
both long and short term priorities that make our island a more efficient, effective and technologically advanced 
place to live and work. 
 
Eric S. Bergson, Chairperson 
Technology Committee 
ebergson@gmail.com 
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2009 Low Tide Cancellations/Delays/Additions 

July 
Sat, 7/4 10:30 am – 11:00 am cancelled 

Sun, 7/5 10:30 am – 12:00 pm cancelled 

Mon, 7/6 12:00 pm – 12:30 pm cancelled 

Tue, 7/7 12:00 pm – 12:30 pm cancelled 

Wed, 7/8 12:00 pm – 12:30 pm no shuttles, 12:30 pm leaves early 

Sat, 7/18 8:30 am – 9:30 am cancelled, 9:30 am delayed 

Sun, 7/19 8:30 am – 11:00 am cancelled, ADD: 12:30 pm – 1:00 pm 

Mon, 7/20 9:30 am – 12:30 pm cancelled, ADD: 1:30 pm – 2:00 pm 

Tue, 7/21 12:00 pm – 12:30 pm cancelled 

Wed, 7/22 12:00 pm – 12:30 pm cancelled 

Thu, 7/23 12:00 pm – 12:30 pm cancelled 

Fri, 7/24 2:30 pm – 3:00 pm cancelled 

August 
Mon, 8/17 8:30 am – 9:00 am leaves early, no shuttles, 9:30 am – 10:00 am cancelled 

Wed, 8/19 12:00 pm – 12:30 pm cancelled 

Thu, 8/20 12:00 pm – 12:30 pm cancelled, Final low tide adjustment this year 

Definitions 
No shuttles Operating on schedule / one boat load only 

Cancelled No ferry run during time listed 

ADD Additional ferry run added for date indicated 

Delayed Ferry may depart late 

June 

Sat, 6/20 

Sun, 6/21 

Mon, 6/22 

Tue, 6/23 

Wed, 6/24 

Thu, 6/25 

Fri, 6/26 

9:30 am – 11:00 am cancelled, ADD: 12:30 – 1:00 pm, 1:30 - 2:00 pm 

9:30 am – 12:00 pm cancelled 

12:00 – 12:30 pm cancelled 

12:00 – 12:30 pm cancelled, ADD: 9:30 - 10:00 am 

12:00 – 12:30 pm cancelled 

3:30 pm delayed 

2:30 – 3:00 pm cancelled, 3:30 pm delayed 





9 

The Beachcomber                                                                                                                                 June 2009 

Tide Tables 
 
Plots of the monthly tide tables are available on our 
website (herronisland.org).  The plots are for 
nearby McMicken Island, which is the NOAA data 
point closest to Herron Island. 

Free Classified Ads 
 
Non-commercial ads of 100 words or less will be 
accepted for inclusion in this section free of 
charge.  Please email your ad to beach-
comber@herronisland.org, Subject:  Beachcomber 
Ad.  The ad must be resubmitted for each issue in 
which it is to be printed. 

Celebrate  
4th of July Weekend 

 
 

Saturday - July 4  
North Beach 

 
11:30  Kevin's Burgers and Brats 

Profits go to new swim float 
 
11:30 - 2:00   Flea Market 
 
1:00  Parade starts at Goodpastor Park 

ends at North Beach 
Open to all! Join the fun!  

 

2:00   Sailboat Race  
 The start and finish is an Imaginary line from 
 North Beach flag pole to the mainland ferry 
 ramp. 

 
Sunday - July 5 

 
9:00   North Beach Clean Up 

 Coffee & pastries provided for volunteers 
  
 Baseball at Goodpastor Park 

11:30 -12:15  Sign-up 
12:15   Warm-up for adult game 
12:30  Adults East vs West 
2:30   Kids Game 

$2.50 gets you a hot dog, chips and choice of soda 
or water. Profits go to support Baseball club needs. 
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(Paid Advertisement) 

(Paid Advertisement) 

HERRON ISLAND  
YARD MAINTENANCE 

 
ALLEN MOREN 

253-884-2721 

ESTIMATES BY THE YARD 
 *Also works with Tansy  
 *Appliance Disposal  
 *Deck Cleaning 
 *Restaining 

(Paid Advertisement) 
(Note:  HMC Management neither endorses advertisers nor 
vouches for their being properly licensed.) 

May Mobile Marine Tech 

 

Monty will be on the island to 
perform maintenance/tune-ups 

June 26 & 27, 2009 
 

Motors, Generators,  Boats 
Email or Call for appointment 

Special parts, etc. 
 

360.621.1239 
Email: mriley@wavecable.com 

Monty Riley, Owner, Licensed & Insured 
Complete Service for Evinrude, Johnson, Mer-

cury, Honda, Yamaha, Jet Skies 
Mobile 360.621.1239  

 

Herron Island  
Summer Time & Life is Great on Herron Island 

There are waterfront lots and cabins 
 waiting for your review and offer.  

Prices have been reduced; Great Deals 
  

A Peek-a-Boo view lot has been listed, 
With septic installed, water on property. 

 
Give us a call and view these properties. 

 
Check this and all our listings on our website. 

 
Always listing and selling here on our special island. 
DALLAS AMIDON, Island Resident Realtor 
Cell: 253-606-0972  Home: 253-884-6166 

Janette Wiester, Realtor 
Cell: 253-355-0495  

E-mail: HerronIsland@hotmail.com 
Windermere Key Realty, Inc.  

253-857-3304 
Working hard for you & our community since 1994! 

(Paid Advertisement) 
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WELCOME ALL NEWCOMERS! 
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